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The 


Book  of 


Mormon 


by 

Howard  C. 
Badger 


This  record  has  stood  the  test  of  time. 
Although  many  of  the  most  learned  of  men 
have  tried  to  disprove  it,  it  still  stands  as 
another  witness  for  Christ,  as  a  book  which 
was  translated  through  the  gift  and  power 
of  God,  as  a  record  containing  the  fullness 
of  the  everlasting  Gospel.  It  is  written  in 
language  which  is  clear  and  understandable. 
The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said  that  a  man 
could  get  closer  to  God  through  reading 
the  Book  of  Mormon  than  in  reading  any 
other  book.  Millions  have  testified  and  do 
testify  to  the  truthfulness  of  this  statement. 

One  Church  leader  has  said  of  it  that, 
'"It  won't  be  too  much  longer  that  the  Saints 
will  be  able  to  accept  the  Book  of  Mormon 
by  faith,  they  will  have  to  accept  it  by 
knowledge."  The  evidences  of  its  truthful- 
ness continue  to  increase.  Its  claims  have 
never  been  successfully  refuted.  The  truths 
of  the  Bible  are  made  more  clear  to  the 
honest  seeker  after  truth  through  reading 
this  "Second  Witness  for  Christ." 

The  Book  of  Mormon  was  the  handbook 
by  which  Joseph  Smith  learned  the  Gospel. 
As  he  translated  the  sacred  pages  of  ancient 
American  History,  written  by  prophets  who 
lived  upon  the  American  Continent  before, 
during,  and  after  the  Saviour's  life  on 
earth,  he  thrilled  at  the  truths  which  had 
been  lost  to  mankind  through  the  teachings 
and  traditions  of  churches  of  his  day.  Men 
had  strayed  so  far  from  the  simple  doctrines 
of  Christ  that  mysticism,  pagan  ceremonies, 
and  man-made  creeds  had  supplanted  the 
message  and  teachings  of  our  Lord. 

Numerous  translations  of  the  Bible,  and 
private  interpretations  of  the  scriptures  had 
left  nothing  but  the  shell,  the  form,  of 
Christian  worship  in  the  churches  existing 
when  the  true  Gospel  was  restored  by  God 
through  his  Latter-day  prophet.  The  power 
to  seal  on  earth  and  in  heaven  no  longer 
existed  with  the  churches  of  the  day. 

The  power  to  perform  ordinances  which 
Christ  would  accept  for  salvation  had  been 
lost  to  mankind.  With  the  ushering  forth 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  true  doctrines 
as  set  forth  by  the  Bible  once  again  be- 
came clear.  The  confusion  caused  by  dif- 
ferent ways  vanished.  The  Lord  has  given 
us  this  additional  book  of  scripture  so  that 
we  may  understand  the  fullness  of  His 
everlasting  Gospel.  No  longer  do  we  need 
to  ponder  on  fragmentary  statements  of 
truth.  Now  truth  has  once  again  been  made 
plain.  (Continued  foot  of  next  page) 
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A  Prayer  for  the  New  Year 

Texas  W.  Smith 

"And  now  Father,  I  pray  unto  thee  for  them,  and  also  for  all  those 
who  shall  believe  on  their  words,  that  they  may  believe  in  me.  That  I 
may  be  in  them  as  Thou,  Father  are  in  inc.   /hat  we  may  be  one." 

3rd  Nephi  19:22 

Father  in  Heaven,  as  we  place  behind  us  the  years  past,  and  at  this 
time  look  to  the  years  before  us.  may  we  in  humility  and  sincere  desire 
dedicate  our  hearts,  minds,  and  lives  to  the  greater  goals  and  ideals  that 
thou,  in  the  great  love  and  compassion,  hast,  through  thy  prophets,  set 
for  us,  thy  people.  May  we  give  greater  exertion  and  labour  in  service  to 
thee  and  our  fellowman  that  we.  in  this  home  land,  heritage  of  our  birth, 
may,  by  thy  grace,  be  determined  and  zealous  in  growth  and  in  building 
thy  Church  to  greater  heights  and  to  be  unafraid  to  declare  and  bear 
testimony  to  those  around  us  to  the  divinity  of  thy  Church.  May  we  grow 
from  strength  to  unlimited  strength  and  this  all  to  thy  glory.  Grant  us  this 
year  added  strength  and  power  from  thee  on  high.  Four  out  on  us  an 
abundance  of  Spirit  that  truth  may  be  spread  from  shore  to  shore.  We 
ask  as  thy  servants  go  forth  to  declare  this  divine  Gospel  and  its  restora- 
tion to  the  people  of  our  land,  that  many  may  hear  the  voice  of  the 
shepherd  and  that  thy  spirit  may  overshadow  them  with  the  desire  to  know 
and  receive  the  blessings  of  this  restored  Gospel  and  to  become  one  with 
us.  It  is  our  desire  that  the  Gospel's  message  may  activate  the  people  of 
this  land  to  its  reception,  for  only  by  this  prayer  and  testimony  of  this 
Gospel  can  we  find  sanctuary,  peace  and  security.  Thou  hast  blessed  us 
richly  and  hast  poured  the  horn  of  plenty  upon  us.  We  sincerely  thank  thee 
and  are  grateful  for  these  blessings.  We  thank  thee  for  the  beasts  of  the 
fields,  for  the  fowl  of  the  air  and  for  the  fish  of  the  seas.  We  thank  thee 
for  vital  testimonies  that  we  know  and  believe  with  all  our  hearts  and 
minds  that  thou  are  our  God,  that  Jesus  is  thy  Son,  and  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  a  pearl  of  great  price  and  blessed  gift.  We  know  thou  and  thy 
Holy  Son  live  —  this  by  inspiration  and  the  testimonies  of  thy  prophets 
through  our  day  to  whom  thou  has  spoken  and  revealed  thyself.  We  thank 
thee  that  through  the  Holy  Spirit  we  have  had  our  eyes  opened,  our  ears 
unstopped.  Bless  thy  people  this  coming  year  that  we  may  all  rise  and 
achieve  greater  mobility  and  greater  heights  that  we  may  seal  our  cove- 
nants with  Thee  in  Holy  Temples  —  this  that  we  may  magnify  our  calling 
and  bless  and  glorify  Thee,  Our  Father  in  Heaven  and  that  we  may  pre- 
pare for  the  great  and  glorious  advent  of  thy  blessed  Son.  Help  us 
realize  that  we  are  living  in  the  fullness  of  time.  Bless  thy  people  with 
greater  love  and  wisdom  during  this  year  of  1970  is  our  humble  prayer 
in  the  sacred  name  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 

THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  (Continued  from  page  3) 

When  we  think  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  perhaps  we  should  also 
remember  that  it  will  be  of  but  little  value  to  us  individually  unless  we 
study  and  know  it  so  well  that  we  too  can  have  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  made  clear  to  us.  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer  has  said,  "He  who  will 
not  read  is  no  better  off  than  he  who  cannot  read.*'  During  this  year  of 
1970,  may  each  of  us  come  to  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  truths  of 
the  Gospel  by  studying  this  wonderful  book.  Our  exaltation,  our  eternal 
life,  depend  upon  our  acceptance  and  of  the  application  into  our  lives  of 
the  truths  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
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A  SPECIAL  FEATURE.  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON 


I):ivid    Whitmcr 


An  Interview  with 

THE  LAST  WITNESS 

The  following  interview,  between 
David  Whitmer,  Orson  Pratt  and  Joseph 
F.  Smith  took  place  at  Richmond,  Mis- 
souri, on  the  7th  and  8th  of  September, 
1878.  Elders  Pratt  and  Smith  had  gone 
east  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  visit  the 
historical  sites  of  the  Church.  On  their 
\\a\  the\  stopped  off  at  Richmond.  Mis- 
souri, to  interview  David  Whitmer.  the 
last  surviving  witness  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  Joseph  F.  Smith  committed  to 
writing  the  interview  which  is  printed 
below,  and  which  is  found  in  the  "Mil- 
lennial Star"  (Vol.  40.   pp  771-774). 

On  Saturday,  September  7th,  we  met 
Mr.  David  Whitmer,  the  last  remaining 
one  of  the  three  witnesses  to  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  He  is  a  good-sized  man,  73 
years  of  age  last  January,  and  well  pre- 
served (He  was  born  January  7,  1805). 
He  is  close  shaven,  his  hair  perfectly  white  and  rather  thin;  he  has  a  large 
head  and  a  very  pleasant,  manly  countenance  that  one  would  readily  per- 
ceive to  be  an  index  to  a  conscientious,  honest  heart.  He  seemed  wonder- 
fully pleased,  as  well  as  surprised,  at  seeing  Elder  Orson  Pratt.  Said  he 
would  not  have  known  him  —  he  had  grown  so  fat  and  stout;  he  remem- 
bered him  as  a  slender,  bashful,  timid  boy.  A  couple  of  hours  were  very 
pleasantly  passed  in  conversation,  principally  on  Utah  matters,  when  we 
parted  for  dinner,  agreeing  to  meet  Mr.  Whitmer  again  at  his  office  at 
4.30  p.m. 

Agreeable  to  appointment,  we  met  Mr.  Whitmer  and  his  friends  at  his 
office,  but  as  the  place  was  too  public  for  private  conversation  and  as  it 
seemed  impossible  to  obtain  a  private  personal  interview  with  David  Whit- 
mer, by  himself,  we  invited  him  and  such  of  his  friends  as  he  saw  proper 
to  fetch  along,  to  our  room  in  the  hotel.  Mr.  Whitmer  apologized  for  not 
inviting  us  to  his  house,  as  it  was  "wash  day"  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
"worn  out"  with  the  extra  labor,  exposure,  etc.,  etc.,  consequent  on  rebuild- 
ing since  the  cyclone.  He  accepted  our  imitation  to  our  room  and  brought 
with  him  several  friends  and  relatives.  In  the  presence  of  these,  the  follow- 
ing, in  substance,  as  noticed  in  Brother  Joseph  F.  Smith's  journal,  is  the 
account  of  the  interview, 

ELDER  ORSON  PRATT  TO  DAVID  WHITMER.  Can  you  tell  the 
date  of  the  bestowal  of  the  Apostleship  upon  Joseph.  b\  Peter.  James  and 
John? 

DAVID  WHITMER.  I  do  not  know,  Joseph  never  told  me.  1  can  only 
tell  you  what  I  know,  for  I  will  not  testify  to  anvthing  I  do  not  know. 

JOSEPH  F.  SMITH  TO  DAVID  WHITMER.  Did  Oliver  Cow  drey 
die  here  in  Richmond? 

DAVID  WHITMER.  Yes.  he  lived  here.  I  think,  about  one  year  before 
his  death.  He  died  in  my  fathers  house,  right  here,  in  March,  1850. 
Phineas   Young  was  here  at  the  time. 

ELDER  O.  P.  Do  you  remember  what  time  you  saw   the  plates? 
D.  W.  It  was  in  June.   1829  —  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and  the 
eight  witnesses  saw  them.  T  think,  the  next  day  or  the  day  after  (i.e.  one 
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day  or  two  days  after).  Joseph  showed  them  the  plates  himself,  hut  the 
angel  showed  us  (the  three  witnesses)  the  plates,  as  I  suppose  to  fulfill  the 
words  of  the  hook  itself.  Martin  Harris  was  not  with  us  at  this  time;  he 
ohtained  a  view  of  them  afterwards  (the  same  day).  Joseph.  Oliver  and 
myself  were  together  when  I  saw  them.  We  not  only  saw  the  plates  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  hut  also  the  brass  plates,  the  plates  of  the  Book  of 
Ether,  the  plates  containing  the  records  of  the  wickedness  and  secret  com- 
binations of  the  people  of  the  world  down  to  the  time  of  their  being  en- 
graved, and  many  other  plates.  The  fact  is,  it  was  just  as  though  Joseph, 
Oliver  and  I  were  sitting  just  here  on  a  log,  when  we  were  over-shadowed 
by  a  light.  It  was  not  like  the  light  of  the  sun  nor  like  that  of  a  fire,  bui 
more  glorious  and  beautiful.  It  extended  away  round  us,  I  cannot  tell  how 
far,  but  in  the  midst  of  this  light  about  as  far  off  as  he  sits  (pointing  to 
John  C.  Whitmer,  sitting  a  few  feet  from  him),  there  appeared  as  it  were, 
a  table  with  many  records  or  plates  upon  it,  besides  the  plates  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  also  the  Sword  of  Laban,  the  Directors  —  i.e.,  the  ball  which 
Lehi  had  —  and  the  Interpreters.  I  saw  them  just  as  plain  as  I  see  this  bed 
(striking  the  bed  beside  him  with  his  hand),  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  as  distinctly  as  I  ever  heard  anything  in  my  life,  declaring  that  the 
record  of  the  plates  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  were  translated  by  the  gift 
and  power  of  God. 

ELDER  O.  P.  Did  you  see  the  angel  at  this  time? 

D.  W.  Yes;  he  stood  before  us.  Our  testimony  as  recorded  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  strictly  and  absolutely  true,  just  as  it  is  there  written.  Before 
I  knew  Joseph,  I  had  heard  about  him  and  the  plates  from  persons  who 
declared  they  knew  he  had  them,  and  swore  they  would  get  them  from 
him.  When  Oliver  Cowdrey  went  to  Pennsylvania,  he  promised  to  write 
me  what  he  should  learn  about  these  matters,  which  he  did.  He  wrote  me 
that  Joseph  had  told  him  his  (Oliver's)  secret  thoughts,  and  all  he  had 
meditated  about  going  to  see  him,  which  no  man  on  earth  knew,  as  he 
supposed,  but  himself,  and  so  he  stopped  to  write  for  Joseph. 

Soon  after  this,  Joseph  sent  for  me  (D.W.)  to  come  to  Harmony,  to 
get  him  and  Oliver  and  bring  them  to  my  father's  house.  I  did  not  know 
what  to  do,  I  was  pressed  with  my  work.  I  had  some  20  acres  to  plow,  so 
I  concluded  I  would  finish  plowing  and  then  go.  I  got  up  one  morning  to 
go  to  work  as  usual  and,  on  going  to  the  field,  found  between  five  and 
seven  acres  of  my  ground  had  been  plowed  during  the  night. 

I  don't  know  who  did  it;  but  it  was  done  just  as  I  would  have  done  it 
myself,  and  the  plow  was  left  standing  in  the  furrow. 

This  enabled  me  to  start  sooner.  When  I  arrived  at  Harmony.  Joseph 
and  Oliver  were  coming  toward  me,  and  met  me  some  distance  from  the 
house.  Oliver  told  me  that  Joseph  had  informed  him  when  I  started  from 
home,  where  I  had  stopped  the  first  night,  how  I  read  the  sign  at  the 
tavern,  where  I  stopped  the  next  night,  etc.,  and  that  I  would  be  there  that 
day  before  dinner,  and  this  was  why  they  had  come  out  to  meet  me;  all  of 
which  was  exactly  as  Joseph  had  told  Oliver,  at  which  I  was  greatly  aston- 
ished. When  I  was  returning  to  Fayette,  with  Joseph  and  Oliver,  all  of  us 
riding  in  the  wagon,  Oliver  and  I  on  an  old-fashioned,  wooden,  spring  seat 
and  Joseph  behind  us;  while  traveling  along  in  a  clear  open  place,  a  very 
pleasant,  nice-looking  old  man  suddenly  appeared  by  the  side  of  the 
wagon  and  saluted  us  with,  "Good  morning,  it  is  very  warm."  at  the 
same  time  wiping  his  face  or  forehead  with  his  hand.  We  returned  the 
salutation,  and  by  a  sign  from  Joseph,  I  invited  him  to  ride  if  he  was 
going  our  way.  But  he  said  very  pleasantly,  "No,  I  am  going  to  Cumorah." 
This  name  was  something  new  to  me,  I  did  not  know  what  Cumorah 
meant.  We  all  gazed  at  him  and  at  each  other,  and  as  I  looked  around 
inquiringly  of  Joseph,  the  old  man  instantly  disappeared,  so  I  did  not 
see  him  again. 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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The  Second  Witness 


Christ  examines  Nephite  Records 


PURPOSES  and  EVIDENCES 

Isaac  Swartburg  (Pretoria  Branch) 

Can  anyone  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  if  there  was  not  writing 
on  this  earth?  If  man  could  not  record  his  thoughts  and  great  events  of 
history,  what  would  be  the  state  of  our  existence  now?  Can  you  think  oi 
the  world  if  we  didn't  have  scientific  records?  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  think 
what  the  fate  of  this  world  would  have  been  if  we  could  not  have  had 
written  records.  By  word  of  mouth  the  truth  can  become  so  distorted  that 
there  is  little  resemblance  to  the  original. 

What  would  be  the  state  of  our  spiritual  existence  without  the  written 
word?  Can  you  imagine  the  world  without  the  Bible.  Can  you  conceive 
of  a  world  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ? 

YET  —  there  are  millions  who  do  not  know  of  the  Lord's  mission 
here  upon  the  earth. 

We  have  the  Lord  to  thank  for  "writing ".  We  know  that  there  is 
writing.  We  know  that  the  scriptures  and  writs  do  exist.  The  Bible  is  the 
most  printed  book  in  the  world,  first  only  to  the  Book  of  Mormon.  The 
facilities  to  gain  knowledge,  the  spiritual  knowledge  that  will  be  important 
in  the  eternities,  are  here  and  they  are  vital  to  our  eternal  progression. 
What  are  you  doing  about  it?  It  is  our  duty  to  diligently  glean  the  truths 

contained  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
the  other  scripture  that  we  can  use  them 
to  improve  our  own  lives  and  just  as 
important,  to  teach  those  who  have  not 
yet  received  a  testimony  of  the  Master 
or  His  latter-day  kingdom.  I  testify  to 
you  that  if  a  subject  is  not  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon  then  it  is  not  worth  worry- 
ing about.  If  you  say  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  is  a  book  that  only  concerns 
war,  you  have  not  read  it. 

THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  GIVES  US 
AN    INSIGHT   INTO   OUR 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

In  England,  a  young  man.  Charles,  was 
born.  Soon  he  was  given  special  treat- 
ment, schooling  and  instruction.  He  is 
being  groomed  to  be  a  leader.  The  fact 
that  he  was  born  to  royalty  makes  him 
different.  He  is  going  to  be  an  example 
to  the  world  whom  people  will  look  up 
to  and  copy.  He  has  now  to  live  in  the 
spotlight  of  life  for  24  hours  a  day.  He 
has  no  further  choice  in  the  matter. 

Do  you  know  that  you  are  in  a  similar 
position?  You  are  a  leader.  You  chose  to 
be  baptised  as  a  Latter-day  Saint  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  You.  like 
Charles,  dare  not  fall  short.  Your  prize 
is  exaltation.  Your  failure  is  damnation. 
It  is  as  simple  as  that.  Jesus  Christ  said. 
"For  out  of  the  Books  which  have  been 
written  and  which  shall  be  written,  shall 
this  people  be  judged,  for  by  them  these 
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works  be  known  unto  men."  (3  Nephi  27).  You  must,  by  the  fact  that  you 
are  a  Latter-day  Saint,  remember  the  world  sees  you.  You  must  be  the 
best  and  in  fact,  you  may  not  waver  in  any  fact  of  life.  If  you  do  not 
believe  what  I  say.  you  have  not  read  the  book  of  Mormon  enough. 

THROUGH  READING  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON,  YOU  CAN  WEAR 
THE  ARMOUR  OF  GOD. 

How  can  you  avoid  any  action  which  would  cause  you  personally  or 
the  Church  generally  harm?  I  say  by  putting  on  the  armour  of  the  Lord. 
The  armour  of  the  Lord  in  this  age  is  "knowledge".  Knowledge  of  all 
things  is  meant  here,  but  specifically,  knowledge  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
All  churches  teach  you  to  love  God  and  your  fellow  man,  but  only  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  teaches  you  how,  and  the 
"how"  is  up  to  you.  It  will  not  come  by  just  thinking  about  it.  You  must 
do  something.  WHAT,  do  you  ask?  I'll  tell  you!  Read  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  study  the  things  you  read.  I  am  sure  you  may  have  honestly  tried  to 
do  this,  but  didn't  proceed  beyond  the  first  few  chapters.  Brothers  and 
Sisters,  the  word  of  God  is  in  your  hands,  but  if  unused,  it  is  of  no  value. 
Start  again!  I  promise  you  that  if  you  do,  you  will  read  the  book.  Read 
one  chapter  a  day  (before  you  kneel  in  prayer)  and  suddenly  —  it's 
finished!  Mormon  and  Moroni  knew  how  important  it  was  to  study  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  They  explain  why  they  went  to  such  effort  to  keep 
records:  "And  for  this  cause  I  write  unto  you,  that  ye  may  know  that  \e 
must  all  stand  before  the  judgement  seat  of  Christ,  yea,  every  soul  who 
belongs  to  the  whole  family  of  Adam;  and  ye  must  stand  to  be  judged  of 
your  works,  whether  they  be  good  or  evil." 

THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  AS  A  CHARACTER  BUILDER 

Joseph  Stalin  said  if  you  corrupt  the  youth  of  a  country,  it  does  not 
take  long  to  rule  that  country.  I  say  if  the  Saints  know  their  Book  of 
Mormon,  only  the  rightful  ruler,  Jesus  Christ,  will  have  influence,  and 
corruption  and  sin  will  not  be. 

I  have  met  a  few  apostles  of  the  Church  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  else- 
where. Each  one  testifies  to  the  truth  and  divinity  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  how  each  time  it  is  read,  it  becomes  more  interesting  and  informative. 
What  makes  great  men  study  this  book  daily?  Truth  and  a  wish  to  become 
more  like  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

TESTIMONIES  CAN  NOW  IN  PART  BE  SUBSTANTIATED 

When  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  first  printed,  only  a  testimony  born 
of  the  Spirit  and  fanned  by  the  flames  of  prayer  could  prove  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Today,  it  is  becoming  more  manifest  that 
the  Book  is  true.  Archeaological  discoveries  are  being  unearthed  which 
make  it  easier  to  find  the  truth  (testimony). 

UNIQUENESS  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON 

The  book  of  Mormon  is  the  most  unique  Holy  Scripture  in  the  world 
for  these  reasons: 

(a)  Through  revelations,  Jesus  Christ  initiated  its  writing,  and  super- 
vised its  production. 

(b)  The  fact  that  this  Book  would  play  a  major  role  in  the  Latter- 
days  was  manifested  by  the  Master  to  His  prophets  as  early  as 
600B.C.  when  the  Saviour  testified  that  he  was  the  Christ  and 
Redeemer  of  the  world. 

(c)  The  prophets  who  wrote  the  Book  were  divinely  inspired. 

(d)  The  Book  is  unique  as  it  is  translated  from  records  which  were 
hidden  for  1.400  years  under  the  custody  of  heavenly  beings. 

(e)  An  unlearned  young  man  translated  the  Book  which  makes  it  the 
only  book  so  obtained. 

(f)  The  522  pages  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  took  approximately  60 
days  to  translate.  This  fact  was  only  made  possible  through  the 
gift  and  power  of  God.  (Continued  on  page  26) 
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Metal    Plate*,   Itone   Borne* 


A  few  years  ago.  Latter-day  Saints  the  world  around  were  thrilled 
when  archaeologists  discovered  a  stone  box  containing  gold  plates  beneath 
the  palace  of  the  old  King  Darius.  Those  plates  were  engraved  in  three 
languages,  much  like  the  Rosetta  Stone,  and  now  are  on  public  display  in 
Tehran. 

But  since  then  other  plates  and  other  stone  boxes  have  been  found. 
The  Brigham  Young  University  has  photographs  of  more  than  forty  stone 
boxes  found  in  Central  and  South  America,  many  of  them  having  been 
used  for  storage  of  food,  but  others  for  the  protection  of  valuables  hidden 
away  by  the  ancients.  Recently  photographs  have  been  sent  to  America  for 
study  by  scholars,  showing  engravings  upon  more  plates  of  gold  recently 
found  in  South  America.  The  engravings  are  in  an  unknown  tongue,  which 
of  course  is  to  be  expected.  If  they  were  in  Spanish  or  Portuguese  they 
would  be  modern  and  therefore  of  no  particular  significance.  But  they  arc 

ancient  and  unknown.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  see 
it  our  modern  scholars 
can  decipher  them. 

Metal  plates  have  been 
found  in  numerous 
places,  both  in  America 
and  in  the  Old  world. 
All  of  them  are  ancient: 
many  of  them  contain 
engravings.  some  of 
which  have  been  trans- 
lated. This  continued  dis- 
covery of  ancient  records 
on  metalic  pages  is  of 
increasing  interest  to 
Latter-day  Saints.  It  has 
not  been  long  since  we 
were  told  that  no  ancient 
records  were  kept  on 
metal,  but  that  they  were 
only  to  be  found  on  clay 
tablets,  parchment,  or 
papyrus.  Scientific  men, 
always  seeking  for  new  truth,  are  anxious  to  examine  new  discoveries,  and 
are  among  the  first  to  announce  that  their  former  conclusions  were  based 
only  on  the  limited  knowledge  then  at  hand,  and  that  when  new  knowledge 
comes  to  light,  they  quickly  adopt  it. 

It  is  now  scientifically  accepted  that  the  ancients  did  write  on  metal 
plates  for  preservation.  No  longer  can  anyone  point  the  finger  of  scorn 
at  Joseph  Smith  and  the  three  and  eight  witnesses  for  saying  that  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  engraved  on  gold  plates. 

We  should  keep  in  mind  too  that  they  said  this  a  hundred  years  before 
a  discovery  of  metal  records  was  made  by  archaeologists.  The  finds  of 
science  confirm  their  testimony  to  that  extent,  even  as  the  doctors  of  today 
confirm  and  reconfirm  what  Joseph  Smith  said  about  tobacco  and  liquor 
a  century  ago. 

This  discovery  of  stone  boxes  is  of  compelling  interest  also.  With 
numerous  stone  boxes  being  found  in  America,  and  the  discovery  of  a  few 
of  them  in  the  Middle  East,  a  new  view  is  also  being  taken  of  the  account 
of  Joseph  Smith  to  the  effect  that  our  Book  of  Mormon  plates  were  con- 
cealed for  protection  in  a  stone  box  which  had  been  buried  in  the  ground. 

(Continued  on  pige  17) 


Gold  tablets  of  King  Darius  of  Persia.  Eight  such  tablets, 
(four  gold  and  four  silver)  were  inscribed  in  three 
ancient  languages,  sealed  in  a  stone  box  (above),  and 
placed  in  the  foundation  of  the  Audience  Hall  of  Darius 
(521-486    BC). 

—  Meet  the   Mormons 


January.  1970        CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON:  A  GREAT  MISSIONARY  TOOL 

ELDER  PRATT'S  CONVERSION 

**NOTEl  The  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  a  powerful  tool  for  con- 
versation ever  since  it  was  first  published.  The  message  of  the  book 
sinks  Jeep  into  the  hearts  of  honest  men  seeking  the  truth,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  bears  witness  to  these  men  of  its  divine  origin.  Many  of  the  early 
stalwart  leaders  of  the  Church  in  this  dispensation  were  convinced  of  the 
reality  of  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  by  prayerfully  considering  it. 
Among  these  were  Brigham  Young  and  Wilford  Woodruff.  Another  who 
was  converted  through  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  Parley  P.  Pratt. 
His  story  is  recounted  here. 


Arriving  at  Rochester,  (in  the 
state  of  New  York)  I  informed  my 
wife  that,  notwithstanding  our  pas- 
sage heing  paid  through  the  whole 
distance,  yet  I  must  leave  the  boat 
and  her  to  pursue  her  passage  to 
our  friends,  while  I  would  stop 
awhile  in  this  region.  Why,  I  did 
not  know;  but  so  it  was  plainly 
manifest  by  the  Spirit  to  me.  I  said 
to  her,  "We  part  for  a  season;  go 
and  visit  our  friends  in  our  native 
place;  I  will  come  soon,  but  how- 
soon  I  know  not;  for  I  have  work 
to  do  in  this  region  of  country,  and 
what  it  is,  or  how  long  it  will  take 
to  perform  it,  I  know  not;  but  I 
will  come  when  it  is  performed." 

My  wife  would  have  objected  to 
this,  but  she  had  seen  the  hand  of 
God  so  plainly  manifest  in  his 
dealings  with  me  many  times,  that 
she  dare  not  oppose  the  things 
manifest  to  me  by  his  spirit. 

She,  therefore,  consented;  and  I 
accompanied  her  as  far  as  Newark, 
a  small  town  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  Buffalo,  and  then 
took  leave  of  her  and  of  the  boat. 

It  was  early  in  the  morning,  just 
at  the  dawn  of  day;  I  walked  ten 
miles  into  the  country,  and  stopped 
to  breakfast  with  a  Mr.  Wells.  I 
proposed  to  preach  in  the  evening. 
Mr.  Wells  readily  accompanied  me 
through  the  neighborhood  to  visit 
the  people  and  circulate  the  ap- 
pointment. 

We  visited  an  old  Baptist  deacon 
by  the  name  of  Hamlin.  After 
hearing  of  our  appointment  for  the 
evening,  he  began  to  tell  of  a  book, 
a  strange  book,  A  VERY 
STRANGE  BOOK!  in  his  posses- 
sion, which  had  just  been  published. 
This  book,  he  said,  purported  to 
have     been     originally     written     on 


plates  either  of  gold  or  brass,  by  a 
branch  of  the  tribes  of  Israel;  and 
to  have  been  discovered  and  trans- 
lated by  a  young  man  near  Palmyra, 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  by  the 
aid  of  visions,  or  the  ministry  of 
angels.  I  inquired  of  him  how  or 
where  the  book  was  to  be  obtained. 
He  promised  me  the  perusal  of  it,  at 
his  house  the  next  day,  if  I  would 
call.  I  felt  a  strange  interest  in  the 
book.  I  preached  that  evening  to  a 
small  audience,  who  appeared  to  be 
interested  in  the  truths  which  I  en- 
deavoured to  unfold  to  them  in  a 
clear  and  lucid  manner  from  the 
scriptures.  Next  morning  I  called  at 
his  house,  where,  for  the  first  time, 
my  eyes  behold  the  "Book  of  Mor- 
mon" —  that  book  of  books  —  that 
record  which  reveals  the  antiquities 
of  the  "New  World"  back  to  the 
remotest  ages,  and  which  unfolds 
the  destiny  of  its  people  and  the 
world  for  all  time  to  come;  —  that 
book  which  contains  the  fulness  of 
the  gospel  of  a  crucified  and  risen 
Redeemer;  —  that  book  which  re- 
veals a  lost  remnant  of  Joseph,  and 
which  was  the  principal  means,  in 
the  hands  of  God,  of  directing  the 
entire  course  of  my  future  life. 

I  opened  it  with  eagerness  and 
read  its  title  page.  I  then  read  the 
testimony  of  several  witnesses  in 
relation  to  the  manner  of  its  being 
found  and  translated.  After  this  I 
commenced  its  contents  by  course.  I 
read  all  day:  eating  was  a  burden. 
I  had  no  desire  for  food;  sleep  was 
a  burden  when  the  night  came,  for 
I  preferred  reading  to  sleep.  As  I 
read,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  me,  and  I  knew  that  the  book 
was  true,  as   plainly  and  manifestly 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Our  Six  Worlds 

Dr.  Henry  Eyring 

NOTE:  Dr.  Henry  Eyring  is  a  promi- 
nent and  well-known  scientist  in  the 
United  States.  His  accomplishments  in- 
clude being  President  of  the  American 
Chemical  Society,  and  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  advancement  of 
Science;  and  the  nation's  top  scientific 
honour,  the  National  Medal  of  Science, 
presented  by  President  Lyndon  B.  John- 
son. Dr.  Eyring  is  also  an  outstanding 
member  of  the  Church  and  he  is  the 
author  of  a  book  concerning  science  and 
religion.  A  condensed  and  inexpensive 
(35  cents)  version  of  the  book  is  avail- 
able at  the  mission  bookstore.  It  has 
been  recommended  to  all  members.  Fol- 
lowing is  an  excerpt  from  that  book. 

A  little  over  a  hundred  years  ago  Petroleum  was  discovered,  and  since 
that  time  the  use  of  power  has  increased  about  1500  per  cent.  America's 
national  income  has  increased  in  almost  the  same  proportion. 

This  is  no  accident.  The  five-and-a-half  horsepower  working  in  the 
United  States  for  each  individual  is  equivalent  to  forty  slaves  per  person. 
No  wonder  we  live  better  than  the  richest  Greek  or  Roman  with  all  his 
slaves.  This  has  all  been  made  possible  by  science  and  invention.  We  shall 
continue  to  develop  and  grow  along  these  lines  just  so  long  as  we  continue 
to  support  our  educational  and  research  institutions.  Whether  these  material 
blessings  are  used  for  good  or  ill  however,  depends  upon  our  character  and 
upon  our  understanding  of  the  physical  and  spiritual  forces  operating  in 
the  world  around  us. 

We.  in  this  age,  live  in  six  worlds.  They  can  be  represented  by  a  point 
surrounded  by  five  circles. 

The  first,  or  central,  world  is  the  world  of  the  atomic  nucleus  and  of 
the  atomic  bomb.  The  nucleus  where  most  of  the  weight  of  an  atom  is 
situated  has  a  diameter  less  than  one  ten-thousandth  that  of  the  atom. 
Vibrations  inside  the  nuclei  of  atoms  are  about  a  million  times  more  fre- 
quent than  the  vibrations  between  atoms. 

The  second  world  is  the  world  of  chemistry,  made  up  of  atoms  and 
molecules.  This  is  still  a  tiny  world.  It  would  take  just  100  million  atoms 
placed  side  by  side  to  reach  an  inch.  A  molecule  finishes  one  of  its  \ibra- 
tions  in  about  a  ten  million  millionth  of  a  second.  We  call  this  length  of 
time  a  "jiffy"  for  lack  of  a  better  name. 

Our  third  world  is  the  world  of  the  living  cell,  the  world  of  biology. 
Cells  vary  in  size  but  typically  they  are  about  a  micron  across,  that  is 
about  one  ten-thousandth  of  a  centimetre.  An  active  cell  divides  into  two 
cells  about  every  twenty  minutes.  The  human  cell  has  near  its  centre  a  cell 
nucleus  containing  forty-six  chromosomes.  Twenty-three  of  these  come 
from  the  father  and  twenty-three  of  these  from  the  mother.  The  chromo- 
somes are  made  up  of  about  a  million  genes  which  constitute  our  inherit- 
ance. A  gene  controls  the  sinthesis  of  essential  molecules  such  as  enzymes 
which  build  and  regulate  our  unbelievablv  complicated  bodies. 

The  fourth  world  is  the  world  of  everyday.  Here,  we  measure  time  in 
seconds  or  minutes  and  distances  in  feet  or  miles.  This  is  the  world  we 
know   most  about. 
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[f  we  next  look  at  the  stars,  we  see  the  fifth  world.  By  using  the  largest 
telescope,  we  can  see  out  so  far  that  the  light  reaching  our  eyes  started  on 
its  journey  toward  us  almost  two-one-half  hillion  years  ago.  Scientists 
estimate  that  this  is  back  toward  the  beginning  of  our  present  universe. 

The  sixth,  or  eternal  world,  includes  and  surrounds  all  the  others.  In 
it  we  know  neither  beginning  or  end  of  space  nor  of  time.  Presiding  over 
all  is  the  Creator  whom  we  worship.  Holding  everything  together  are  the 
eternal  laws  which  will  require  an  eternity  for  us  to  master.  Such  is  man's 
prospect;  such  is  his  destiny. 

Contemplating  this  awe-inspiring  order  extending  from  the  almost 
infinitely  small  to  the  infinitely  large,  one  is  overwhelmed  with  its  gran- 
deur and  with  the  limitless  wisdom  which  conceived,  created  and  governs 
it  all.  Our  understanding,  great  as  it  sometimes  seems,  can  be  nothing  but 
the  wide-eyed  wonder  of  the  child  when  measured  against  Omniscience. 

These  observations  about  the  universe,  can  be  summarized  under  five 
headings : 

1.  Grandeur 

2.  Orderliness 

3.  Running  down 

4.  Purposefulness 

5.  Immanence  of  the  Creator 

Thus,  we  are  part  of  a  grand  scheme  embracing  all  of  creation,  com- 
plicated and  orderly  beyond  our  most  extravagant  dreams.  In  it,  there  is 
the  order  of  immutable  law.  Eclipses  and  certain  atomic  interactions  can 
be  calculated  with  any  desired  degree  of  accuracy.  The  universe  has  been 
likened  to  a  fine  watch,  unexpected- 
ly picked  up  in  a  desert.  One  might 
assume  the  watch  was  assembled  by 
accident,  but  the  only  reasonable 
assumption  is  that  it  had  a  creator 
who  left  it  there.  So  it  is  with  this 
magnificent  universe.  It  is  obviously 
more  complicated  than  a  watch  since 
it  contains  watches. 

Another  startling  fact  about  the  g 

universe  is  that  it  is  running  down. 
Our    sun    is    about    half    hydrogen. 

This  hydrogen  is  the  fuel  which  burns  in  the  solar  furnace  to  helium, 
which  is  the  ash  left  by  the  conflagration.  This  burning  which  is  happen- 
ing all  the  time  on  the  sun  happens  if  hydrogen  is  placed  properly  in  an 
atomic  bomb  —  provided,  of  course,  that  the  bomb  reaches  sufficiently 
high  temperatures  and  pressures. 

As  with  any  woodpile,  if  you  keep  burning  up  the  hydrogen  on  the 
sun,  it  must  ultimately  be  used  up  unless  it  is  replenished.  There  is  evidence 
that  in  the  last  billion  years  the  sun's  temperature  has  not  varied  by  the 
small  amount  which  would  make  the  earth  unfit  for  habitation.  Scientists 
believe  that  in  the  normal  course  of  events,  it  will  be  longer  thr.n  billions 
of  years  before  the  sun  scorches  or  freezes  all  living  things. 

If  one  picked  up  a  watch  far  from  human  habitation  and  found  it 
running,  one  would  ask  not  only  who  made  it.  but  also  who  wound  it  up. 
So  it  is  with  this  universe.  It  was  not  wound  up  by  chance,  but  by  some 
as  yet  unfathomed  operation  of  eternal  law. 

We  come  now  to  our  fourth  point.  In  this  universe  governed  and 
created  according  to  eternal  laws,  is  it  likely  that  the  most  intelligent 
creatures   in   it  are  here  by  chance?  The  great  measure   of  the   Restored 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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Rowena  Jensen  Bills 

Oh,  leave  tomorrow's  needs  to  Him  who  knows 
Our  deepest  longings,  sacred  dreams;  who  shields 
The  smallest  sparrow's  wing  and  calmly  yields 
Four  seasons  for  all  nature's  growth;  whose  rows 
Of  patterned  spruce  and  fir  emit  the  glows 
A  sunset  brings;  who  gently  nurtures  fields 
And  beast;  who  calms  the  wind  that  wildly  wields 
Its  blast;  who  warms  the  snow,  that  water  flows. 
His  wisdom  knows  no  bounds,  his  grace  no  length. 
His  love  envelops  all  within  his  strength. 
Infinite  glory  shines  in  holiness  — 
Extends  it  rays  through  all  he  does  possess. 
His  crown  he  shares,  his  palaces  he  gives 
To  those  who  know  with  no  restraint,  he  lives! 

OUR  SIX  WORLDS  (Continued  from  previous  page) 

Gospel  is  that  the  Creator  not  only  made  the  world  hut  that  He  made  it 
for  His  children  and  that  He  is  still  actively  interested  in  a  program  which 
was  not  completed  two  thousand  years  ago.  as  is  sometimes  supposed. 

The  revelations  to  the  prophets,  hoth  ancient  and  modern,  testify  to 
the  immanence,  or  closeness,  of  God  to  His  children.  His  guiding  hand  is 
to  he  seen  in  all  His  Spirit.  In  fact,  there  are  two  ways  of  drawing  nearer 
to  Him:  first,  through  the  intellectual  contemplation  of  God's  handiwork: 
second,  through  spiritual  communion  with  the  Creator  in  which  we  gain 
direct  experience  of  His  presence.  The  Latter-day  Saint  who  lives  up  to  his 
opportunities  will  do  both. 

—  Faith  of  a  Scientist 
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We  arc  making  history.  I  he  travels  and  experience  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  have  been  as  interesting  as  the  history  of  any  people  in  any  dispen- 
sation since  the  world  began.  —   Wilford  Woodruff. 

GREAT  MOMENTS  IN  CHURCH  HISTORY 

Majesty  in  Chains 

NOTE:  Shortly  after  Far  West,  the  gathering  place  of  the  Saints  in 
Missouri,  was  "Captured",  several  of  the  leaders  were  cast  into  prison  to 
await  trial  for  their  "crimes."  The  following  narrative  accounts  an  event 
that  happened  in  that  prison.  The  story  is  related  by  Parley  P.  Pratt. 

It  was  a  very  severe  time  of  snow  and  winter  weather,  and  we  suffered 
much.  During  this  time  Elder  Rigdon  was  taken  very  sick  from  hardship 
and  exposure,  and  finally  lost  his  reason;  but  still  he  was  kept  in  a  miser- 
able, noisy  and  cold  room,  and  compelled  to  sleep  on  the  floor  with  a 
chain  and  padlock  round  his  ankle,  and  fastened  to  six  others.  Here  he 
endured  the  constant  noise  and  confusion  of  an  unruly  guard,  the  officer 
of  which  was  Colonel  Sterling  Price,  since  Governor  of  the  State. 

These  guards  were  composed  generally  of  the  most  noisy,  foul- 
mouthed,  vulgar,  disgraceful  rabble  that  ever  defiled  the  earth.  While  he 
lay  in  this  situation  his  son-in-law,  George  W.  Robinson,  the  only  male 
member  of  his  family,  was  chained  by  his  side.  Thus  Mrs.  Rigdon  and 
her  daughters  were  left  entirely  destitute  and  unprotected.  One  of  his 
daughters,  Mrs.  Robinson,  a  young  and  delicate  female,  with  her  little 
infant,  came  down  to  see  her  husband,  and  to  comfort  and  take  care  of 
her  father  in  his  sickness.  When  she  first  entered  the  room,  amid  the  clank 
of  chains  and  the  rattle  of  weapons,  and  cast  her  eyes  on  her  sick  and 
dejected  parent  and  sorrow-worn  husband,  she  was  speechless,  and  only 
gave  vent  to  her  feelings  in  a  flood  of  tears.  This  faithful  lady,  with  her 
little  infant,  continued  by  the  side  of  her  father  till  he  recovered  his  sick- 
ness, and  till  his  fevered  and  disordered  mind  resumed  its  wonted  powers. 

In  one  of  those  tedious  nights  we  had  lain  as  if  in  sleep  till  the  hour 
of  midnight  had  passed,  and  our  ears  and  hearts  had  been  pained,  while 
we  had  listened  for  hours  to  the  obscene  jests,  the  horrid  oaths,  the  dread- 
ful blasphemies  and  filthy  language  of  our  guards,  Colonel  Price  at  their 
head,  as  they  recounted  to  each  other  their  deeds  of  rapine,  murder,  rob- 
bery, etc.,  which  they  had  committed  among  the  "Mormons"  while  at  Far 
West  and  vicinity.  They  even  boasted  of  defiling  by  force  wives,  daughters 
and  virgins,  and  of  shooting  or  dashing  out  the  brains  of  men,  women  and 
children. 

I  listened  till  I  became  so  disgusted,  shocked,  horrified,  and  so  filled 
with  the  spirit  of  indignant  justice  that  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from  rising 
upon  my  feet  and  rebuking  the  guards;  but  had  said  nothing  to  Joseph, 
or  any  one  else,  although  I  lay  near  to  him  and  knew  he  was  awake.  On 
a  sudden  he  arose  to  his  feet,  and  spoke  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  or  as  the 
roaring  of  a  lion,  uttering,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  the  following  words : 
"SILENCE,  ye  fiends  of  the  infernal   pit.   In  the  name  of  Jesus 

Christ  I   rebuke  you,   and  command  you  to  be  still;   I  will   not   live 

another  minute  and  hear  such  language.  Cease  to  talk,  or  you  or  I  die 

THIS  INSTANT!" 

He  ceased  to  speak.  He  stood  erect  in  terrible  majesty.  Chained,  and 
without  a  weapon;  calm,  unruffled  and  dignified  as  an  angel,  he  looked 
upon  the  quailing  guards,  whose  weapons  were  lowered  or  dropped  to  the 
ground;  whose  knees  smote  together,  and  who.  shrinking  into  a  corner,  or 
crouching  at  his  feet,  begged  his  pardon,  and  remained  quiet  until  the 
change  of  guards. 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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A  RELIGION  IN  ACTION 


By  Sterling  W.  Sill 


Sir  Wilford  Grenfell  once  made 
an  appeal  for  "a  religion  of  action, 
not  diction."  This  is  a  common 
need.  There  is  a  great  tendency 
among  us  to  become  what  someone 
has  called  "Bible  Christians."  That 
is  where  the  religion  is  mostly  in 
the  Bible  and  not  very  much  in  us. 
What  we  need  is  some  new  kind  of 
Urim  and  Thummim  to  help  us 
translate  our  creed  into  deed,  our 
information  into  know-how,  our  faith 
into  works.  We  need  to  know  how 
to  get  the  religion  out  of  the  Bible 
and  accomplishment  out  of  the 
handbooks  and  into  us. 

For  one  who  studies,  it  is  not  at 
all  difficult  to  understand  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gospel.  But  our  big 
problem  is  that  of  translation  and 
application.  Our  works  seem  to  lag 
far  behind  our  words.  We  need  the 
ability  to  live  the  gospel  as  well  as 
we  understand  it.  We  need  to  learn 
to  work  as  well  as  we  pray.  We  need 
to  develop  the  power  to  get  our 
church  work  done  as  well  as  to  talk 
about  it. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  does  not 
consist  in  merely  giving  out  inform- 
ation; it  is  rather  to  arouse  desire 
and  produce  activity.  The  purpose 
of  the  gospel  is  not  only  to  discuss 
repentance  but  to  bring  about  a 
reformation  of  life;  not  just  to  teach 
the  meaning  of  faith,  but  to  pro- 
duce faith  in  the  lives  of  people. 
Those  bearing  the  priesthood  are 
not  expected  merely  to  understand 
the  available  power  of  God,  but  to 
manifest  that  power  in  their  lives 
by  doing  the  Lord's  work  effectively. 
It  may  be  that  we  spend  too  large  a 
portion  of  our  time  merely  discus- 
sing religion  and  too  little  time  in 
actual  performance.  It  is  our  respon- 
sibility actually  to  develop  in 
people's  lives  the  attitudes  and  acti- 
vites  that  will  get  them  into  the 
celestial  kingdom. 

Sermons  should  be  concerned  not 
only  with  subjects  to  be  explained, 
but  with  a  way  of  life  to  be  lived. 
It  is  so  easy  to  preach  about  moral 
courage  without  making  anyone 
morally    courageous.    It    is    easy    to 


deliver  a  discourse  on  faith  without 
creating  faith  in  people's  lives.  We 
may  teach  that  man  has  the  power 
U)  decide  his  own  eternal  destiny 
without  getting  anyone  then  and 
there  to  make  that  momentous  deci- 
sion. 

Socrates,  the  ancient  Grecian  phil- 
osopher, is  remembered  not  because 
he  claimed  to  be  a  great  teacher; 
he  merely  tried  to  get  people  to  do 
those  things  y\hich  they  already 
kneyv.  The  discord  between  deed  and 
creed  is  responsible  for  innumerable 
wrongs  in  our  ci\  ilization.  It  gi\es 
both  institutions  and  men  split  per- 
sonalities. It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  999  men  who  believe  in  honesty 
for  every  dishonest  man.  Therefore, 
instead  of  merely  teaching  honesty, 
Socrates  tried  to  get  men  to  be 
honest.  We  should  have  a  religion 
of  action,  but  we  should  also  be 
men  of  action.  Alexander  the  Great 
said,  "What  Aristotle  is  in  the  yvorld 
of  thought  I  will  be  in  the  world  of 
action,"  and  by  that  formula  made 
him  the  conqueror  of  the  world  by 
the  time  he  yvas  26  years  of  age. 
and  it  will  make  us  anything  we 
wish  to  be,  including  a  conqueror 
of  our  yveakness  and  yvinners  of  the 
celestial   kingdom. 

A  violinist  of  great  distinction 
once  acquired  a  valuable  Stadivar- 
ius,  but  this  violin  had  been  in  the 
private  collection  of  a  wealthy  fam- 
ily and  for  many  years  had  lain  un- 
used on  a  velvet  pad.  The  violinist 
said,  "The  violin  is  asleep,  and  I 
must  play  it  until  I  wake  it  up  and 
bring  it  to  its  proper  form.  It  yvill 
have  to  learn  its  oyvn  power  and 
beauty  all  over  again. 

Disuse  is  harmful  to  a  violin;  it 
is  also  harmful  to  a  child  of  God. 
We  should  wake  ourselves  up  by 
use.  We  can  only  get  full  possession 
of  our  potentiality  by  proper  activ- 
ity. 

Jesus  said.  "If  ye  knoyv  these 
things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them." 
To  know  things  is  yvonderful.  but  to 
do  things  is  the  real  test.  Happy  are 
ye  if  ve  do  them.  Inactivity  is 
wrong,   "for   to   him   yyho   knoyveth 
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to  do  good  and  docth  it  not,  to  him 
it  is  sin."  This  sin  of  disuse  may 
cause  many  to  lose  their  exaltation. 
Few  will  lose  their  blessings  because 
they  cannot  know.  Many  will  lose 
their  blessings  because  they  will  not 
do. 

Even  testimony  and  faith  come 
from  works.  For  Jesus  said,  "If  ye 
shall  do  my  will,  ye  shall  know  of 
the  doctrine."  And  if  we  don't  give 
the  gospel  message  to  others,  we 
risk  losing  it  ourselves,  for  great 
faith,  like  great  fortune,  never 
lingers  in  the  hands  with  idle 
ringers.  When  works  dwindle  faith 
dries  up,  accomplishment  withers 
and  blessings  are  lost.  People  soon 
begin  to  suffer  from  feelings  of 
frustration  and  inferiority  when 
they  bury  their  talents  in  the 
ground.  Such  feelings  rob  us  of  our 
strength.  They  sap  our  energy  and 
diminish  our  spiritual  values. 


How  pathetic  it  is  that  anyone 
should  needlessly  tolerate  this 
destructive,  devastating  inactivity 
which  leads  us  even  to  doubt  our- 
selves. To  disbelieve  in  God  is 
tragic,  but  to  have  this  destructive 
disbelief  in  ourselves  may  be  even 
worse.  The  moving  cause  of  all 
action  is  faith  —  not  only  faith  in 
God  but  faith  in  ourselves,  neither 
of  which  is  possible  in  the  absence 
of  works,  and  both  of  which  must 
be  earned  in  advance.  We  get  be- 
lief by  action  and  disbelief  by  in- 
action. When  self-doubt  and  self- 
distrust  get  lodged  in  our  minds, 
they  discolour  every  thought  and 
every  activity  with  a  feeling  of  in- 


adequacy and  hopelessness.  We 
sometimes  use  our  minds  as  dump- 
ing grounds  for  doubts,  fears,  wor- 
ries, sins,  and  complexes,  causing 
destructive  mental  attitudes  and  fail- 
ure. Many  of  the  greatest  sins  begin 
as  sins  of  inaction.  How  is  it  pos- 
sible for  one  to  say  that  he  be- 
lieves honesty  who  is  not  honest? 
Or  how  can  anyone  believe  in  reli- 
gion if  he  fails  to  manifest  it  in  his 
life?  Only  those  who  are  valiant 
will  inherit  the  celestial  kingdom. 
That  means  "a  religion  of  action." 

The  practical  aspects  of  this  situ- 
ation have  been  pointed  out  by  one 
who  said  that  it  may  not  be  im- 
portant whether  or  not  a  man  has 
been  through  college,  provided  the 
college  has  been  through  the  man. 
Similarly,  to  get  a  man  into  the 
Church  has  many  benefits,  but  to 
get  the  Church  into  the  man  is  our 
ultimate  aim.  This  can  best  be  done 
by  the  appropriate  activity. 

Some  people  ask  God  to  direct 
their  footsteps,  and  then  they  fail 
to  move  their  feet.  What  good  does 
it  do  to  ask  God  to  direct  our 
efforts  if  we  then  turn  off  our 
engines?  How  much  is  accomplished 
when  we  sustain  the  President  of 
the  Church  with  our  uplifted  hands, 
if  we  fail  to  sustain  him  with  our 
industry  and  our  courage? 

History  records  many  periods  of 
"apostasy  from  the  faith."  But  we 
should  not  overlook  those  tenden- 
cies to  personal,  individual  apost- 
asies of  works  or  apostasies  of 
effort.  We  sometimes  have  periods 
of  apostasy  from  works  at  the  very 
time  we  are  trying  to  cling  to  our 
faith.  But  when  we  have  a  period 
of  inactivity  the  spirit  of  accom- 
plishment tends  to  become  limp  and 
apathetic.  Then,  like  the  beat  of  a 
weak  heart,  our  religion  gets  so 
faint  that  its  pulse  can  hardly  be 
counted. 

Think  of  the  activity  the  Lord  has 
provided  for  us.  Every  boy  has  the 
opportunity  to  hold  the  priesthood 
and  function  therein  at  age  twelve. 
Beginning  with  the  deacons,  each 
quorum  has  its  own  officers  and 
conducts  its  own  activities  on  a 
scale  of  its  own  choice.  The  Lord 
has   given   to  each   group  a   certain 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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METAL  PLATES  (Continued  from  page  9) 

The  plates  of  Darius  were  concealed  in  a  stone  box  and  buried  in  the 
ground.  The  plates  of  the  Emperor  Sargon  were  concealed  in  a  stone  box 
and  buried  in  the  ground.  And  both  were  put  in  the  ground  near  the  time 
when  the  prophet  Lehi  lived  in  Jerusalem.  In  fact  the  Darius  plates  are 
dated  about  588  B.C.,  whereas  the  Sargon  plates  are  set  at  about  750  B.C. 

But  what  does  this  prove?  It  shows  that  other  people  in  Lehi"s  time 
did  make  metal  records;  they  did  make  stone  boxes  for  those  records;  and 
they  did  bury  them  in  the  ground  for  safe-keeping.  Where  would  the 
Nephites  have  learned  about  stone  boxes,  metal  plates  and  concealment  in 
the  ground,  if  not  through  Lehi  and  the  customs  he  handed  down  to  them'.' 
And  where  did  Lehi  learn  about  stone  boxes  and  metal  plates  if  not  from 
the  area  in  which  he  lived,  where  such  men  as  Sargon  and  Darius  followed 
this   identical    custom? 

The  frequent  discovery  of  stone  boxes  in  ancient  America  is  becoming 
almost  a  routine  matter.  It  is  true  that  as  yet  no  archaeologists  have  found 
any  containing  metal  records,  but  some  or  the  boxes  they  have  unearthed 
did  contain  other  precious  things.  The  fact  too  that  archaeologists  have  dis- 
covered that  the  ancient  Americans  were  skilled  in  the  use  of  gold, 
engraving  it  with  ornamentation  as  well  as  with  writing,  is  of  intense 
interest. 

The  fact  that  they  worked  in  metal  so  skilfully,  that  they  made  and 
engraved  many  plates  of  gold,  often  seen  in  the  museums  of  today,  and 
the  added  fact  that  they  made  many  stone  boxes,  altogether  present  a 
convincing  story. 

What  if  gold  was  not  in  the  boxes  found  thus  far  by  the  archaeo- 
logists? At  least  they  know  the  ancient  Americans  did  make  and  engrave 
metal  plates,  mostly  of  gold,  and  they  did  make  stone  boxes  in  which  they 
saved  their  valuables  by  burying  them  in  the  ground.  Having  found  out 
this  much  about  ancient  America,  may  it  also  be  expected  that  archaeo- 
logists will  yet  find  gold  in  boxes  in  some  newer  finds? 

THE  LAST  WITNESS  (Continued  from  page  6) 

JOSEPH  F.  SMITH.  Did  you  notice  his  appearance? 

DAVID  WHITMER.  I  should  think  I  did.  He  was.  I  should  think,  about 
5  feet  8  or  9  inches  tall  and  heavy  set,  about  such  a  man  as  James  Van- 
cleave  there,  but  he  was  heavier;  his  face  was  as  large,  he  was  dressed  in 
a  suit  of  brown  woollen  clothes,  his  hair  and  beard  were  white,  like  Brother 
Pratt's,  but  his  beard  was  not  so  heavy.  I  also  remember  that  he  had  on 
his  back  a  sort  of  knapsack  with  something  in.  shaped  like  a  book.  It  was 
the  messenger  who  had  the  plates,  who  had  taken  them  from  Joseph  just 
prior  to  our  starting  from  Harmony.  Soon  after  our  arrival  home.  I  saw 
something  which  led  me  to  the  belief  that  the  plates  were  placed  or  con- 
cealed in  my  father's  barn.  I  frankly  asked  Joseph  if  my  supposition  was 
right,  and  told  me  it  was.  Some  time  after  this,  my  mother  was  going  to 
milk  the  cows,  when  she  was  met  near  the  yard  by  the  same  old  man 
(judging  by  her  description  of  him)  who  said  to  her:  "You  have  been 
very  faithful  and  diligent  in  your  labours,  but  you  are  tired  because  of 
the  increase  in  your  toil;  it  is  proper  therefore  that  you  should  receive 
a  witness  that  your  faith  may  be  strengthened."  Thereupon  he  showed 
her  the  plates.  My  father  and  mother  had  a  large  family  of  their  own; 
the  addition  to  it.  therefore,  of  Joseph,  his  wife  Emma,  and  of  Oliver 
very  greatly  increased  the  toil  and  anxiety  of  my  mother.  And  although 
she  had  never  complained,  she  had  sometimes  felt  that  her  labor  was 
too  much,  or  at  least  she  was  perhaps  beginning  to  feel  so.  This  circum- 
stance, however,  completely  removed  all  such  feelings  and  nerved  her 
up  for  her   increased   responsibilities. 

The    Witnesses    of    the    Book    of    Mormon 
by    Preston    Nibley 
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ACTIVITIES 


SALISBURY 


Sisters  Return  From  Temple 


Jean  Bean 

On  Tuesday,  4th  November,  Sister  Jean  Schonnberg  and  Sister  Jean 
Bean  arrived  back  in  Salisbury  safely  from  their  Genealogical  Research 
trip  and  visit  to  the  London  Temple.  They  were  also  privileged  to  hear 
Elder  Eldred  Smith  and  President  Hugh  B.  Brown  speak  while  in  London. 
Sister  Jean  Schonnberg  had  the  added  blessing  of  being  present  at  the 
testimony  meeting  held  at  the  Manor  House  for  the  South  African  Saints 
prior  to  their  departure  for  South  Africa.  Many  wonderful  testimonies 
were  borne. 

On  Friday  evening,  7  November,  the  Liahomas  held  a  Daddy-Daughter 
dinner  which  was  fun  for  all.  The  theme  was  Italian,  and  the  tables  were 
decorated  with  check  cloths,  candles  and  Italian  Pizza  Pie  was  served 
along  with  a  delicious  fancy  punch. 

A  number  of  MIA  members  and  friends  gathered  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Thwaits  for  a  swimming  party  on  the  second  Saturday 
of  November  and  the  young  ones  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. 

Also  this  month  the  Salisbury  Branch  held  a  Sunrise  Testimony 
service  and  Early  Bird  breakfast  on  Gun  Kopje.  There  were  48  people 
present,  of  whom  three  were  visitors.  After  breakfast  there  were  games  for 
the  younger  ones  and  the  older  members  played  volly  ball  games  at  the 
chapel. 

Fifty-six  people,  including  seven  visitors,  recently  enjoyed  a  swimming 
Gala  organized  by  the  MIA.  During  the  evening  there  were  16  races  held 
and  some  outstanding  swimming  was  demonstrated.  Everyone  enjoyed 
themselves  so  much  that  they  were  reluctant  to  go  home  when  the  evening 
ended. 

On  Monday,  24th  November,  Sister  Jeanette  Bean  arrived  in  Salisbury 
for  a  two-and-a-half  month  holiday  from  her  activities  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  held  their  annual  bazaar  towards  the  end 
of  the  month.  The  sisters  had  worked  hard  sewing,  making  jams,  konfyt, 
baking  and  growing  vegetables  and  pot  plants.  Their  efforts  were  well 
rewarded  by  the  very  successful  results. 

A  number  of  saints  gathered  to  witness  the  baptism  of  Sister  Marjorie 
Price  recently,  and  everyone  in  the  branch  welcomes  Sister  Price  and 
wishes  her  joy  and  happiness  as  she  serves  the  Lord. 

A  number  of  Primary  awards  were  presented  this  month.  The  reci- 
pients were  Sisters  Kelly-ann  Nield.  Debbie  Pinnick,  Janine  Thwaits. 
Sandra  Fisher  and  Linda  Stevens. 

A  change  has  taken  place  in  the  Branch  organization.  Brother  Rodney 
Pinnick  was  sustained  as  Assistant  Branch  Clerk  on  the  23rd  of  November. 

And  finally,  2  Primary  members.  Sister  Janine  Thwait«  and  Brother 
Keith  Wainwright  have  graduated  to  MIA. 
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BULAWAYO 


Variety  Show 

By  Dawn  Owen 


Sister  Molly  Curling,  our  Relief 
•Society  President,  and  Brother  John 
Haswell  chalked  up  a  real  bonanza 
in  the  form  of  a  Variety  Show  in 
aid  of  the  Branch  Christmas  fund. 
Where  they  found  the  priceless 
talent  to  perform  in  the  show  we 
have  yet  to  find  out.  They  ranged 
from  folk  singers,  dancers,  comedy 
acts,  to  a  group  called  "The  twit- 
ters." This  group  consists  of  women 
all  with  glorious  voices  and  adorned 
with  headgears  of  ostrich  feathers. 
They  are  a  Comedy  Operatic  Com- 
pany. This  you  have  to  SEE  to  be- 
lieve. Their  instruments  ranged 
from  bottles  of  cold  drinks  played 
zylophone  style,  to  wash  boards! 
They  were  fun,  and  laughter 
seemed  the  order  of  the  evening. 
Last  but  not  least,  the  piece  de 
resistance,  our  very  able  compere 
and  showman.  Brother  Haswell.  He 
kept  the  show  going  with  never  a 
dull  moment.  His  chilapa-lapa 
stories  were  priceless.  He  must  also 
be  thanked  for  the  hard  work  he 
put  in  prior  to  the  show.  He  will 
be  appearing  on  television  soon  and 
we  are  looking  forward  to  it.  A  big 
thanks  to  all  those  who  helped  to 
make  the  show  the  success  it  was. 
We  would  also  like  to  mention  con- 
cerning the  show  that  Sister  Denise 
Milne's  folk  singing  and  brother 
Len  Austin's  playing  of  the  mouth 
organ  were  very  well   received. 

As  Bulawayo's  only  entrant  in 
the  Rhodesian  junior  championships 
in  ladies  hairdressing  held  at  the 
Salisbury  Polytechnic,  Brother 
Robin  Benningfield  won  three 
diplomas  for  his  styles  in  each  sec- 
tion. Good  luck.  Brother  Robin,  in 
your  chosen  profession. 

The  Primary  has  had  a  change 
in  organization  in  the  Bulawayo 
Branch.  Sisters  Patterson,  Sarie 
Herbert  and  Nella  Herbert  were 
released  and  we  wish  to  thank  them 
for  their  faithful  service.  Sister 
Judith  .lubber  has  been  sustained  as 
the     new     Primary     President     with 


Sister  Iris  Fourie  and  Sister  Peggy 
Isaac  as  her  counsellors.  Sister 
Johanna  Jubber  is  the  Secretary  of 
the  Primary  in  our  Branch.  We 
wish  these  fine  sisters  well  in  their 
new  callings  and  know  they  will  be 
a  strength  to  the  Primary. 

After  two  years  of  faithful  ser- 
vice as  the  YWMIA  President,  Sis- 
ter Angela  Patterson  has  been  re- 
leased prior  to  her  leaving  to  take 
up  permanent  residence  in  London. 
Our  best  wishes  go  with  her.  Sister 
Frances  Finlayson  has  been  sus- 
tained in  this  position.  May  she 
find   much   happiness  in   her  work. 

A  mini  fete,  a  Relief  Society  pro- 
ject, was  a  real  bonanza.  A  fancy- 
dress,  judged  by  Councillor  and 
Mrs.  Coronel,  was  enjoyed  by  the 
large  crowd  in  attendance.  Business 
was  brisk  and  the  reward  for  all 
the  hard  work  was  worthwhile.  Part 
of  the  proceeds  will  be  used  to 
purchase  new  chairs  for  the  Prim- 
ary children. 

The  curry  and  rice  supper  after 
the  fete  was  much  appreciated  as 
everyone  was  starving!  We  would 
like  to  thank  all  those  from  ALL 
the  different  auxiliaries  who  respon- 
ded so  well  in  making  the  fete  a 
success. 

We  are  pleased  to  meet  again 
with  Brother  and  Sister  van  Tonder 
after  their  trip  to  the  London 
Temple.  They  have  now  returned 
to  Zambia. 

Several  of  the  young  men  of  the 
branch  have  recently  received  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  and  others  have 
been  advanced  to  higher  offices  in 
that  Priesthood.  If  faithful  we 
know  your  growth  in  the  Gospel 
will  be  great. 

May  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
wish  all  the  members  of  the  Church 
everywhere  a  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year  and  growth  within  the 
Gospel.  A  very  special  wish  from 
the  Bulawayo  Branch  to  President 
and  Sister  Watts  and  President  and 
Sister  Badger  and  family. 
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MOWBRAY 

Young  People  "Anxiously  Engaged" 

Beatrice  E.  Smith 

There  has  been  a  quieter  air  around  the  Branch  after  the  frenzy  of  the 
Bazaar,  which  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  October  and  the  first  day  of 
November.  Certainly  everybody  is  entitled  to  a  rest  after  the  splendid 
work  that  was  done  on  this  occasion. 

The  MIA  has  been  busy  lately.  They  held  five  firesides  on  the  9th 
November,  had  a  Braaivlcis  in  the  Glen  and  also  arranged  a  Youth  Dance 
in  the  Recreation  Hall.  It  is  good  to  see  the  young  people  taking  an 
active  interest  in  the  Church  and  building  their  testimonies. 

District  Conference  was  held  on  November  22  and  23.  The  theme  of 
the  Conference  was  "Man  is  that  he  might  have  joy."  Every  session  was 
well-attended.  Special  emphasis  was  given  the  work  of  the  Primary 
Association.  Everyone  loves  to  see  and  hear  the  little  ones  take  part  and 
their  songs  and  other  items  pleased  everybody.  It  is  pleasant  to  see 
President  and  Sister  Badger  and  the  members  of  Mowbray  Branch  wish 
to  thank  them  for  coming  all  this  way  to  attend  Conference  services. 

It  was  good  to  welcome  back  Brother  Alvin  and  Sister  Margaret  Park 
after  their  extended  holiday.  Both  of  them  spoke  at  Sacrament  meeting 
and  we  enjoyed  hearing  of  their  experiences.  They  have  seen  the  Church 
in  action  in  every  corner  of  the  world.  Brother  Thomas  and  Sister  Doreen 
Wilson  have  also  returned  from  their  "tramp  abroad."  Welcome  back  to 
South  Africa.  We  know  the  work  of  the  Lord  here  in  our  Branch  will  be 
further  by  the  experience  gained  by  our  members  who  have  travelled  over- 
seas. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Helen  Theys  and  Dr.  John  Botha  who  were 
married  on  November  15.  They  are  at  present  holidaying  in  the  Far  East 
and  in  Australia.  Another  member  who  has  gone  to  Australia  is  Sister 
Zoraida  Darroll,  who  is  visiting  her  daughter,  Imelda,  whose  home  is 
there. 

The  Deenik  baby  was  blessed  on  the  last  day  of  November. 

Deepest  sympathy  to  Sister  Philippa  Harrison,  her  husband  and 
family  on  the  death  of  her  mother-in-law.  May  they  be  comforted  in  this 
time  of  deep  sorrow. 

BELLVILLE 

Building  Fund  Grows 

By  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 

Our  building  fund  committee  has  place   in   the   home  of  brother  and 

had   a  busy  time  this  month  in  an  Sister  Foreman.  Some  very  amusing 

effort  to  raise  more  funds  for  oui  performances     were     prepared     by 

chapel.   On  the    16    November  they  Sister    Dorothy    Siems,    our    Speech 

held    a    rummage    sale    which    was  and    Drama    director.    The    evening 

very  successful.  And  during  district  ended    with    a    marshmellow    toast 

conference     which     took     place     in  and    some   very   enjoyable   singing. 
November,    they    supplied    a    light 

supper    and    luncheon.    Our   sincere  Once    again,    district    conference 

thanks  to  those  who  contributed  to-  was    a    spiritual    feast.    One    of    the 

wards  making   these   efforts   such   a  highlights  of  the   conference  was  a 

success  and   in   helping   our  branch  programme    put    on    jointly    by    the 

come    closer    to    havmg    our    own  Mowbray      and      Bellville      Branch 

chapel.  Primaries  in  a  special  meeting  held 

The   MIA   held   a  very  enjoyable  on    a    Saturday    afternoon.     These 

monthly   activity  in   the   form   of   a  little    ones   certainly   were   a   joy   to 

Roadshow      evening      which      took  see  and  hear. 
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Our  Scout  committee  held  their  the  22  December.  This  was  success- 
first  large  fund-raising  effort  with  ful  and  we  wish  to  thank  all  those 
a   cake   sale   on    Saturday   morning,      who  contributed  cakes  for  the  sale. 

HERMANUS 

First  Baptisms 

Cecilia  Nell 

The  Hermanus  Branch  is  starting  to  grow.  We  had  our  first  two 
baptisms  on  the  29th  October.  We  welcome  Sister  du  Toit  and  Brother 
Coombes  into  our  branch.  We  rejoice  with  these  good  souls  in  their  re- 
birth into  the  Kingdom  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

We  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  T.  Y.  Wilson  and  Ann  back  from  their 
trip  to  the  Temples  in  America. 

The  Relief  Society  had  a  closing  Social  this  month.  The  sisters  and 
their  husbands  enjoyed  the  evening. 

EAST  LONDON 

Member  in  City  Production 

By  Marie  van  Heerden 

A   very    talented    young    man    in  in    our   city.   Elder   Jubber   has    re- 

our    Branch,    Brother    Ralph    Corri-  turned  to  the  town  of  his  birth  and 

gan,  was  chosen  to  take  one  of  the  childhood    as    a    missionary.    Those 

leading    roles    in    the    city's    annual  members     who     knew    the     Jubber 

pantomine.    Many    who    have    seen  family      before      they      left      South 

the    play    have    commented    on    his  Africa,  are  especially  thrilled  to  see 

excellent  performance.  To  continue  him  again. 

as  far  as  talents  are  concerned,  our  The  Relief  Society  held  a  bazaar 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Bro-  in  the  Recreation  room  of  the 
ther  Arthur  Muller,  has  decided  chapel.  It  was  a  financial  success 
upon  a  new  way  to  help  our  mem-  and  the  sisters  felt  that  their  efforts 
bers  make  use  of  our  talents.  We  had  been  worth  the  trouble.  All 
now  have  a  musical  number  by  those  responsible  are  to  be  corn- 
different  members  each  Sunday  and  mended  for  their  fine  work, 
this  addition  has  proved  most  en-  As  we  come  to  the  close  of 
joyable.  another  year,  we   take   this  opport- 

We    are    very    pleased    to    have  unity    to    wish    all    of    our    fellow 

Elder  Jubber  from  Canada  working  members  a   prosperous  new  year. 

DURBAN 

History-Making  District  Conference 

Cherryl  D.  Vice 

The  Natal  District  Conference  was  held  on  the  29th  and  30th  of 
November.  President  Badger  presided  and  Sister  Badger  was  in  attendance 
and  it  was,  as  always,  a  joy  to  have  them  with  us  to  be  able  to  further 
our  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  Gospel  through  our  association 
with  them. 

As  usual,  preliminary  meetings  were  held  on  the  Saturday.  While 
these  executive  meetings  were  in  progress,  the  Relief  Society  sisters  were 
industriously  engaged  in  preparing  a  delicious  light  supper. 

Saturday  evening  was  occupied  with  an  officers'  meeting  at  which  one 
of  the  Church's  newest  films,  "The  Three  Witnesses",  was  viewed  and 
discussed. 
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The  first  Sabbath  session  of  conference  was  held  in  Pictcrmaritzburg. 
This  was  a  history-making  event  as  this  was  the  first  time  a  District 
Conference  meeting  has  been  held  outside  of  Durban.  A  large  number  of 
saints  travelled  up  from  Durban  and  were  rewarded  for  their  efforts  by 
the  fine  talks  and  testimonies  borne. 

The  Pietermaritzburg  Branch  Presidency  has  been  changed  and  we 
join  with  the  PMB  members  in  wishing  the  new  Branch  President.  President 
Cockrell  and  his  counsellors,  Brother  Holmes  and  Brother  Larson,  the 
Lord's  blessings  in  their  new  callings. 

More  changes  took  place  in  the  various  auxilliaries.  Sister  Gwen  Doller 
was  sustained  as  the  second  counsellor  in  the  Natal  District  Relief  Society 
Presidency. 

Another  event  which  marks  growth  in  the  Natal  District  which 
transpired  during  the  afternoon  session  was  the  formation  of  the  Pinetown 
Branch.  Brother  Vic  Rawlins  has  been  called  to  be  the  Branch  President 
and  Brothers  Futter  and  Salvasen  as  his  counsellors.  This  is  a  big  step  for 
the  Natal  District  and  we  wish  our  fellow  members  in  the  Pinetown  area 
every  success  in  the  tremendous  task  ahead.  Our  prayers  are  with  the 
missionaries  too,  as  they  seek  out  the  honest  in  heart  to  help  swell  the 
numbers  of  this  young  branch. 

In  November,  the  MIA  held  an  enjoyable  "Beach  Party"  at  Brighton 
Beach.  Another  of  their  activities  was  a  lecture  and  film  presented  by  the 
Road  Safety  Council. 

Basketball  has  been  a  favourite  activity  in  the  Branch  and  has  made 
a  big  advancement  this  month.  A  very  successful  cake  sale  was  held  in  aid 
of  purchasing   basketball  uniforms. 

From  a  very  distant  part  of  the  world  comes  news  that  our  two 
missionaries,  Elder  Loufran  Duncan  and  Elder  Chappie  Winstanley  are 
both  doing  well. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 


New  Branch  Presidency 

By  Connie  de  Bruin 

Winds  of  Change  have  blown  in  their    new    and    important    callings 

the  Pietermaritzburg  Branch.  Presi-  and    that    we    all    can   grow   in    the 

dent     R.     Morrissey     was     released  Gospel  under  their  inspired  leader- 

from  the  office  of  Branch  President  ship. 

after  13  years  of  hard  and  dedicated  The  Relief  Society  held  a  "Mini 

work.  Brother  Morrissey's  Counsel-  Fete"  on  the  28  November.  The  wet 

lors  were  also  released  and  we  wish  weather  was   against   us   but  never- 

to    thank    these    fine    brethren    for  theless,   a  large  profit  was  realized, 

their  service  to  the  Lord  and  to  us  The    stalls   were    attractively   decor- 

as  a  branch.  ated  and  the  goods  beautifully  dis- 

The  new  Branch  presidency  con-  played.  This  was  a  fine  effort  by  so 

sists  of  Brother  D.  Cockrell,  Presi-  few  sisters. 

dent,  with  Brothers  D.  Holmes  and  Also  this  month  a  film  show  was 
A.  Larsson  as  counsellors.  We  pray  held  to  raise  money  to  help  sup- 
that    the    Lord    will    bless    them    in  port  two  missionaries  in  the  field. 

RAMAH  I 

Year-End  Celebrations 

Doreen  Fun-nell 

On  November  15th,  Brian  Miller  and  Charleen  Mathews  were  joined 
in  matrimony  at  a  very  pretty  wedding  held  at  Ramah  Chapel.  All  their 
family  and  friends  were  there  to  wish  them  happiness  and  the  Lord's 
richest  blessings.  They  are  indeed  a  fine  couple. 

22  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER        January,  1970 


There  was  great  happiness  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Fred 
Ninow  this  month  for  they  were  visited  by  their  daughter.  Thelma  and 
her  husband.  Brother  Dalgleish.  Thelma  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
first  lady  missionaries  in  South  Africa.  Brother  and  Sister  Dalgleish 
brought  a  lovely  spirit  with  them  from  their  home  in  Canada. 

Brother  and  Sister  Everton  visited  us  from  the  London  Temple  and 
many  happy  reunions  occurred  as  they  recalled  their  mission  in  this  land 
many  years  ago.  Through  their  remarks  they  inspired  the  saints  to  concen- 
trate on  genealogical  work  and  they  explained  many  helpful  methods  of 
making  our  genealogical  work  easier  and  more  efficient.  We  are  grateful 
for  their  encouragement. 

As  Christmas  draws  near.  Ramah  has  been  the  scene  of  a  Christmas 
party  for  the  children  and  of  the  Relief  Society's  closing  Christmas  social. 
The  6th  Elders  Quorum  held  a  function  in  the  form  of  a  buffet  supper  and 
a  film  show.  The  film  was  followed  by  some  wonderful  dancing  by  the 
children  of  Brother  and  Sister  Van  Staden  from  Pretoria. 

The  Primary  organization  has  also  completed  a  successful  year  with 
over  80%  attendance.  We  would  like  to  thank  Sister  Keyes  and  her  coun- 
cilors for  a  job  very  well  done. 

The  Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement  Association  had  a  parly 
to  celebrate  100  years  in  existence.  We  arc  grateful  to  President  Brigham 
Young  for  instituting  this  inspired  programme  on  that  November  night 
so  long  ago. 

As  reported  last  month,  the  MIA  play.  "Follow  Thou  Me"  was 
presented  on  the  13th  December  and  according  to  all  reports,  it  was  very 
enjoyable.  The  MIA  hope  to  present  the  play  during  January  for  those 
who  were  unable  to  attend.  We  thank  Sister  Gloria  du  Plessis  and 
Brother  Don  Fun-nell  for  their  time  and  efforts.  We  also  wish  to  express 
thanks  to  all  of  the  MIA  officers  and  teachers  for  the  wonderful  way  they 
respond  to  their  callings,  and  last  but  not  least,  thanks  to  a  wonderful 
Branch  Presidency  that  stands  so  steadfastly  behind  (heir  auxilliaries. 

The  members  of  Ramah  I  extend  to  our  Mission  family,  to  our 
District  Presidency  and  to  all  the  saints,  our  love  and  best  wishes  that  we 
may  all  strive  harder  in  the  new  year  to  obtain  that  which  we  are  all 
seeking:  peace,  health  and  happiness,  not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  all 
men. 


RAMAH  II 


New  Branch  Presidency 

By  Hope  Minne 


The  Ramah  II  Branch  Presidency 
has  changed.  K.  Brian  Chater  is 
now  our  Branch  President  with 
Brother  Dennis  Clark  and  Brother 
Derek  Bennington  as  his  Counsel- 
lors. Everyone  is  thrilled  and  happy 
about  our  new  Branch  Presidency 
and  we  all  hope  with  the  new 
changes  we  will  become  an  active 
unit  in  our  goal  to  become  a  Stake. 
We  also  wish  to  thank  those  who 
served  so  faithfully  in  the  previous 
Branch  Presidency. 

On  Kruger  Day  there  was  a  pic- 
nic at  Little  Falls  where  about  30 
members  gathered  for  a  day  in  the 
open  air  with  swimming,  climbing 
and    other    such    sports.    A    fireside 


held  at  Brother  and  Sister  Ham- 
mond's home  was  also  a  great  suc- 
cess. President  Badger  spoke  on  the 
requirements  for  going  on  a  mis- 
sion. Questions  were  asked  of  Pre- 
sident and  a  discussion  followed. 
There  were  41   members  present. 

Primary  has  also  had  a  change  of 
Presidency,  and  our  new  Primary 
mother  is  Sister  Pamela  Orth.  We 
wish  all  the  blessings  possible  to 
our  new  Presidency,  and  we  look 
forward  to  great  strides  in  this 
organization. 

Congratulations  to  Eileen  and 
Len  Thomas  on  the  birth  of  a 
daughter  and  to  the  Wrcyford  fami- 
1\  on  the  birth  o(  a  son. 
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KLERKSDORP 

Visitors  Uplift  Saints 

Gertruida  Fourie 

Wc  had  several  visitors  to  our  branch  this  past  month.  Brother  Snyman 
paid  us  an  official  visit,  and  we  enjoyed  hearing  him  speak  to  us,  and  his 
words  of  counsel  uplifted  us  a  great  deal.  Also  Brother  and  Sister  Gorman 
from  Johannesburg  were  here  on  December  3rd.  They  were  here  to  promote 
and  motivate  us  to  more  diligent  labours  with  our  genealogical  work. 
Their  talks  were  very  much  appreciated,  and  we  are  all  determined  to  do 
our  Genealogy. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brothers  Charles  Clark  and  Alfred  Morgan 
who  have  been  ordained  Deacons.  We  ask  that  the  Lord  bless  them  and 
guide  them  in  their  new  callings. 

The  Klerksdorp  Branch  feels  proud  of  President  Hefer.  and  we  wish 
to  congratulate  him  on  his  calling  as  the  Transvaal  District  President.  We 
wish  Brother  and  Sister  Hefer  joy  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

On  behalf  of  the  Branch  Presidency  and  members  of  the  Klerksdorp 
Branch,  we  extend  the  wishes  of  happiness  to  the  Mission  Presidency,  the 
saints  and  missionaries  throughout  the  mission  for  the  coming  year.  We 
ask  that  the  Lord's  choise  blessings  will  be  bestowed  on  the  Mission 
during  1970. 

WELKOM 

Enjoy  Year-End  Party 

Arlene  Gilburt 

This  is  a  time  for  parties  and  the  port  another  baptism  in  our  branch, 
greatest  one  for  us  was  that  of  the  Sister  Bicknell  was  baptised  recent- 
Primary    children    who    invited    the  ly    and    we    wish    her    the    richest 
members    of    the     Branch    to    join  blessings, 
them   in   their   Christmas   festivities.  We    wish    to    extend    our   deepest 

The    Relief    Society   Sisters    made  sympathy   to    Sister    Molly    Grobler 

use  of  their  closing  social  by  going  at    the    passing    of    her    father    in 

out  in  full  force  to  visit  Sister  Fut-  Scotland. 

ter,  our  Relief  Society  President,  At  this  time  we  wish  all  the  saints 
who  is  in  hospital.  We  sincerely  throughout  the  South  African  Mis- 
hope  and  pray  that  she  will  soon  sion  a  very  happy  new  year  filled 
be  well  and  able  to  join  with  us  with  service  to  the  Lord  and  His 
again.  programme  here  in  this  part  of  His 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  re-  vineyard. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Branch  President  Departs 

Elaine  Delport 

We  are  very  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to  our  Branch  President,  Pieter 
Milne  and  Sister  Milne.  Also  Brother  Bob  and  Sister  Claire  Milne  are 
leaving  us  to  settle  in  Durban.  Our  love  go  with  these  fine  families  and 
hope  that  their  new  homes  will  be  happy. 

The  branch  congratulates  Shirley  Driskel  and  Deborah  Delport  on 
their  recent  graduation  from  Primary.  The  Primary  children  put  on  a 
lovely  programme,  the  theme  of  which  was  preparation. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


kdiAAi 


ELDER    MARK 
DANGERFIELD 


ELDER    BRIAN 
DIXON 


ELDER    ROBERT 
FREDERICKS 
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ELDER    GREG 
GOLLAHEK 


ELDER   JOHN 
MITCHELL 


ELDER    ROBERT 
PARKER 


ELDER    JEFFREY 
OSTLER 


ELDER    MARK    DANGERFIELD    arrived    on    December    6.    1464    from    Provo.    Utah.    Eldei 

Dangcrfield  will  he  labouring  in  Pinetown  with   Elder  Gardner. 
ELDER    BRIAN    DIXON   arrived   on   December  6.    1464.    Elder   Dixon    is   from   Spanish    Fork. 

Utah  and  will  be  labouring  in  Pietermarit/hurg  with   Elder  Fillerup. 
ELDER    ROBERT    FREDERICKS    arrived    December    6.    1464    from    Bountiful.    Utah.    Eldei 

Fredericks  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Stilfontein  with  Elder  Storm. 
ELDER    GREG    GOLLAHER    arrived    on    December    6.     1464    from    Salt    Lake    Citv.    Utah. 

Elder  Gollaher  will  be  labouring  with   Elder  Goodson  in  Bloemfontcin. 
ELDER    JOHN     MITCHELL    arrived     December    6.     1464     from    Calgary.     Alberta.    Canada 

Elder  Mitchell  will  be  working  in  Durban  with  Elder  Oviatl. 
ELDER    ROBERT    PARKER    arrived    December    6.    1464.    Elder    Parker    is    from    Van    Nuys. 

California  and  he  will  be  labouring  in  Benoni  with  Elder  Congdon. 
ELDER    JEFFREY    OSTLER    arrived    on    December    6.     1464.     Elder    Ostler    is    from    Ncphi. 

Utah  and  will  be  working  in  Carletonville  with  Elder  Piatt. 

MAJESTY  IN  CHAINS  (Continued  from  page  14) 

I  have  seen  the  ministers  of  justice,  clothed  in  magisterial  robes,  and 
criminals  arrainged  before  them,  while  life  was  suspended  on  a  breath,  in 
the  Courts  of  England;  I  have  witnessed  a  Congress  in  solemn  session  to 
give  laws  to  nations;  I  have  tried  to  conceive  of  kings,  of  royal  courts,  of 
thrones  and  crowns;  and  of  emperors  assembled  to  decide  the  fate  of 
kingdoms;  but  dignity  and  majesty  have  I  seen  but  once,  as  it  stood  in 
chains,  at  midnight,  in  a  dungeon  in  an  obscure  village  of  Missouri. 

Autobiography  of  Parley  P.  Pratt 
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PURPOSES  AND  EVIDENCE  (Continued  from  page  8) 

(g)  The  voice  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  angels  have  testified  to  the 
world  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Book.  This  has  never  happened 
to  any  other  writing. 

(h)  In  the  I)  &  C  17:6,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  June  1829  stated: 
"As  your  Lord  your  God  liveth.  it  (the  Book  of  Mormon)  is  true." 

(i)     There  is  no  other  writing  in  the  History  of  the  world  which  came 
from    gold    plates    which    were    revealed    by    the    power    of   God, 
translated  by  the  power  of  God  and  witnessed  by  so  many. 
THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON   IS  THE  WORD  OF  COD  AND  A  TOOL 
THAT  CAN  BE  USED  TO  KNOW  THE  DIVINITY  OF  THE  RESTORA- 
TION OF  THE  GOSPEL. 

What  is  so  astounding  about  this  Book  is  that  it  has  divided  the  people 
who  come  into  contact  with  it  into  two  separate  groups.  Those  who  believe 
it  and  love  it  and  testify  to  its  divinity  and  proclaim  its  value  to  humanity 
are  the  first  group.  And  then  there  are  those  who  disbelieve  it  and  hate  it. 
No  other  scriptural  writing  has  ever  been  attacked  as  this.  Many  intelligent 
people  have  rejected  the  book  because  of  its  miraculous  origin.  However 
to  quote  the  Apostle  Paul  who  declared:  "The  things  of  God  knoweth  no 
man,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him:  neither  can 
he  know  them  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned."  (I  Cor.  2:11,  14). 

Thus  a  man  whose  heart  is  not  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost  regards  the 
Book  and  all  the  great  and  marvellous  things  that  Jesus  Christ  did  in 
bringing  forth  its  writing  as  fantastic,  fabricated,  and  untrue.  However, 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  bears  testimony  to  the  heart  of  a  man  of  the  divine 
nature  of  this  Book,  the  divine  authenticity  of  this  Book  becomes  so 
important  to  a  spiritual  man,  that  he  will  testify  to  the  truth  with  his  life. 

A  RELIGION  IN  ACTION  (Continued  from  page  16) 

part  of  the  work  of  the  Church.  A  two  people  have  most  of  the  activ- 

deacon  has  his  own  responsibilities.  ity. 

When  he  is  ordained  to  be  a  ward  We  need  to  stir  up  our  enthus- 
teacher  his  field  of  responsibilities  is  iasm  and  make  sure  that  we  are 
enlarged.  He  is  then  entitled  to  be  a  "doers  of  the  word"  in  its  fullest 
ward  teacher,  "to  watch  over  the  sense.  We  need  to  do  more  than 
Church,'*  "to  strengthen  the  mem-  merely  believe  in  that  light  "that 
bers,"  "to  see  that  there  is  no  in-  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
iquity  in  the  Church."  When  he  be-  the  world."  We  need  to  get  it  act- 
comes  a  priest  his  duties  are  again  ually  started  in  someone  and  keep 
increased.  He  may  now  baptise  for  it  going  until  their  lives  are  made 
the  remission  of  sins  in  the  name  of  luminous. 

the    Lord.    He    may    administer    the  Everyone  in  a  sense  must  be  his 

sacrament  and  accept  a  larger  field  own    priest.    Everyone    must    purify 

for    preaching    the    gospel.    As    he  his    own    life.    Every   man   must   do 

grows    in    faith,   other   opportunities  his    own    growing.    Everyone    must 

are   given   him.    Every   worthy   man  create     his     own     desire     to     serve, 

and  boy  above  age  twelve  may  bear  Everyone    must    be    responsible    for 

the  priesthood  and  share  in  a  divine  making  the  most  of  every  opportun- 

ministry    of   activity.    Think   of   our  ity.  The  great  recipe  for  success  is 

advantage   as    compared   with   some  to  make  our  religion  "a  religion  of 

other  groups  where  no  one  has  any  action,  not  diction." 

divine    authority,    and   only    one   or  —  Leadership 

ELDER  PRATT'S  CONVERSION  (Continued  from  page  10) 

as  a  man  comprehends  and  knows  that  he  exists.  My  joy  was  now  full,  as 
it  were,  and  I  rejoiced  sufficiently  more  than  to  pay  me  for  all  the  sorrows, 
sacrifices,  and  toils  of  my  life.  I  soon  determined  to  see  the  young  man 
who  had  been  the  instrument  of  its  discovery  and  translation. 

{Life  and  Travels  of  Farley  P.  Pratt) 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


MIDLANDS 
ALDERSON,   John    Andrew   blessed    Oct.    19, 
1969. 

VEREENIGING 

FASS,     Fiona     Catherine     blessed     Aug.     3, 
1969. 

KRUGERSDORP 
NELL,   Tracy    Louise    blessed    June    8.    1969. 


BUSSELL.    Shi-Anne    blessed    July    27,    1969. 
BUSSELL,    Odette    blessed    July    27,    1969. 
SWANEPOEL,    Michael    Andre    blessed    Feb 

2.    1969. 

DURBAN 
MUNGER,   Catherine    Irene   blessed    Nov.    9, 

1969. 
FAGAN,    Kenneth    Richard    blessed    Nov.    9. 

1969. 


BAPTISMS 


KRUGERSDORP 
BRAY,    Glen    Ted    baptised    June    7.    1969. 
HOPKINS,     Dianna     Claire     baptised     June 

26.    1969. 
COETZEE.    Eunice    Edna    baptised    Nov.    17, 

1969. 
GREER.    Barbara    baptised    June    26.    1969. 
DE    JONGH.    Dennis    Ronald    baptised    June 

26.    1969. 
LIEBENBERG,      Lctitia      Mariana      baptised 

September   22.    1969. 
LIEBENBERG,     Roelof     baptised     Sept.     22, 

1969. 
CRUSE.     Debra     Ann     baptised     Nov.     24, 

1969. 
GUEFFROY,   Fredrick  John  baptised  Feb.   1, 

1969. 

DURBAN 
WEBSTER,     Carol     May     baptised     Nov.     8, 

1969. 
GORDON.       Anna-Jane      Therese       baptised 

Nov.    8.    1969. 

SALISBURY 
PRICE.    Marjorie    (Crawford)    baptised    Nov. 

1.    1969. 

GERMISTON 
DREYER.    Gregory    Rudolph    baptised    Nov. 

15.    1969. 


PRINSLOO,     Johannes     Stephanus     baptised 

Nov.    15.    1969. 
LAZZARI.    Shirley    (Painter)    baptised    Nov 

15.     196'). 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
VAN    SCHELTEMA,    Jacobus    Hcndrik    bap 

tised  Julv.   27.    ll»6H. 
VAN       SCHELTEMA.       Valeric      St.      Claii 

(Walsh)    baptised    March    3,    1962. 
MOWBRAY 
DU    TOIT.    Maria    baptised    Nov.    29.    1969. 
COOMBES,     Arthur     James     baptised     Nov. 

29.    1969. 
BRUWER,    Roncl   baptised   Dec.   6.    1969. 
MACFARLANE,     Graham    Stewart    baptised 

Dec.  6,   1969. 

RAMAH    1 
KRENSFELDT.     Denisc     baptised     Oct.     18, 

1969. 

HELPS,     Cedric     Richard     Gordon     baptised 

June   28.    1969. 
KRENSFELDT.   Mary   Ann   (Ogden)   baptised 

October    18.    1969. 

SPRINGS* 
PRINSLOO.     Martha    Maria    baptised    Nov 

29.    1969. 
PRINSLOO.      Willem      Marthinus      baptised 

Nov.   29.   1969. 


ORDINATIONS 


KRUGERSDORP 
BRAY,    Glen   Ted   ordained   a   Deacon   Sept. 

21.    1969. 
BRAY,    Glen    Ted    ordained    a    Priest    Nov. 

2.    1969. 
COETZEE,   Bradley   Louis   ordained    a    Priest 

Oct.    26.    1969. 
SOLL,   Gabriel    ordained   a   Deacon   May    25, 

1969. 
CARTER,  Eugene  Henning  ordained  a  Priesl 
April    13.    1969. 

MOWBRAY 
STURT,       George       Holford       ordained       a 

Teacher  November  12,   1969. 
TAYLOR.    Colin    Peter    ordained    a    Teachet 

Oct.    19.    1969. 

BELLVILLE 
LOUW,     Dirk    Jacobus    ordained    a    Deacon 

July    13.    1969. 
GALLOWAY.    William    Ferdinand    ordained 

a  Priest  Nov.  2.  1969. 
HUTCHINSON.     Frederick     Henry     ordained 

a  Deacon  July  13.  1969. 
GALLOWAY,    William    Ferdinand    ordained 

an  Elder  Nov.  23.   1969. 

SALISBURY 
WILSON,      Basil      McGregor      ordained      a 

Teacher  Nov.  23.   1969. 
PINNICK,  Rodney  William  Charles  ordained 

an  elder  Nov.   16,   1969. 


EAST   LONDON 
CORRIGAN,      Brian      James      ordained      a 

Priest   Dec.   7.   1969. 
KRULL.    Donald   V.    ordained    a   Priest   Dec 

7.    1969. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
VAN     SCHELTEMA.     Jacobus     Hcndrik     or- 
dained   a    Priest    Nov.    23.    1969. 
HOLMES.    Derrick    Lancelot    Jr.    ordained    J 

Priest  Nov.   16.   1969. 
MORRISSEY,    William    Graham    ordained    J 
Priest  Nov.   16.  1969. 

DURBAN 

GRANTHAM.  Walter  Kevin  Patrick  or- 
dained  a   Teacher  April  20.    1969. 

WHITING.  Ralph  Vincent  ordained  a  Dea- 
con Nov.  30.   1969. 

HILL.  Robert  William  ordained  a  Priesl 
Oct.    19.    1969. 

RANDALL.  Rolf  William  ordained  a  Dea- 
con   Nov.    30.    1969. 

HILL.  Garith  Charles  ordained  a  Teachei 
Oct.    19.    1969. 

RANDALL.  Walter  Kenneth  ordained  a 
Priest  Oct.    19.   1969. 

WILLSON.  Nigel  George  ordained  a  Tea- 
cher Nov.   23.    1969. 


(Continued  overleaf) 
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ORDINATIONS 


IIOWDKN,    Atholl    ordained    a    Deacon    Nov. 
30,    146'). 


HILL,     Robert    William    ordained    an     Eldei 
Nov.  30,   1969. 


RAMAH    I 
KEYES,      Raymond       Howard      ordained      l 

Teacher  Oct.    19.   1969. 
HELPS    Cedric    Richard    Gordon    ordained    l 

Deacon   Oct.  26.   1969. 


MARRIAGES 

PIETERMARITZBURG  MOWBRAY 

Valerie     St.     Clair     Walsh     married     Jacobus  Helen     Sylvia     Thcys     married     John     Both: 

Hendrik    Van    Scheltema   Oct.    4,    1969.  Nov.    15,    1969. 

KRUGERSDORP  SALISBURY 

Lesley     Anne     Louise     Cook     married     Louis  Gail     Annette     Wilkinson     married     Michael 

Andrics     Francois     Nell     April     5,     1968.  Douglas  Spooncr  Feb.   1.   1969. 


New  Branch  Presidencies 


Brian   Chatter 
Ken  Armstrong 
C.  Malcolm  Young 
Eric  Orth 
Vic  Rawlings 
David  Cockrell 


Ramah  II 

Springs 

East  Rand 

Germiston 

Pinetown 

Pietermaritzburg 


They  Speak  for  Themselves 


Genius  is  nothing  but  continued 
attention.  —  Helvettius. 

*  *  * 

One  thing  you  can  give  and  still 
keep  is  your  word. 

*  *  * 

Knowledge  is  one  thing  that 
doesn't  become  second  hand  when 
its  used. 

*  *  * 

The  City  of  Happiness  is  located 
in  the  State  of  Mind. 

*  *  * 

Innocence  of  life,  consciousness  of 
worth,  and  great  expectations  are 
the  best  foundations  of  courage. 

*  *  * 

Oftentimes  when  I  hear  people 
talk  of  their  difficulties,  it  appears 
like  foolishness  to  me;  I  scarcely 
notice  them.  —  Heber  C.  Kimball. 

*  *  * 

If  we  give  everything  we  have  for 
eternal  life,  it  will  still  be  the  best 
bargain  we  can  make.  —  Sterling 
W.  Sill. 

I  never  knew  what  it  was,  as  yet, 
to  fear  the  face  of  clay,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  man.  My  fear,  sir  is 
before  God.  I  fear  to  offend  him, 
and  strive  to  keep  his  command- 
ments.— The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 


Blessed  is  the  man  who.  having 
nothing  to  say,  abstains  from  giving 
wordy  evidence  of  the  fact.  — 
George  Eliot. 

*  *  * 

The  nicest  thing  about  the  future 
is  that  it  only  happens  one  day  at  a 
time. 

*  *  * 

The  only  difference  between  a 
rut  and  a  grave  is  their  dimensions. 

It  matters  not  whether  you  or  I 
feel  like  praying,  when  the  time 
comes  to  pray,  pray.  If  we  do  not 
feel  like  it,  we  should  pray  till  we 
do.  .  .  .  You  will  find  that  those 
who  wait  till  the  Spirit  bids  them  to 
pray  will  never  pray  much  on  this 
earth.  —  President  Brigham  Young. 

*  *  * 

There  is  so  much  good  in  the 
worst  of  us 

and  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of 
us, 

That  it's  rather  hard  to  tell  which 
of  us 

ought  to  reform  the  rest  of  us. 

*  *  * 

No  man  ever  prayed  heartily  with- 
out learning  something.  —  Emerson. 

*  *  * 

Truth  hates  delays.  —  Seneca. 
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